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so the poor soul believed. It was this free
personal access that impressed the people,
even if the boon could not be granted,
Another characteristic of the King is his
care for the religious equality of his people.
This arises from no mere indifference of his
own. When travelling on these great official
tours it was understood that the Sunday
should always be observed as a day of rest
and devotion, and the proper practice of his
religion was never neglected. But though
the King is a staunch member of the Church
of England, he learnt in his visits to his
Empire that he rules over peoples of many
creeds, some of them far older than the Estab-
lished Church. In India he had brought
before him the deep cleavage caused by the
difference between Hinduism and Mahomed-
anism, not counting the smaller communities
of Sikhs, Rajputs, Parsis, &c. In French
Canada the numerical strength and the vitality
of his Catholic subjects was made very plain to
him. The perception that here, as well as in
other parts of the Empire, the loyalty to
rulers so strenuously insisted upon by the
Catholic Church was faithfully observed, no
doubt made him doubly anxious to meet their
goodwill.
The antiquated declaration, which by the